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Greater Boston PFLAG is committed to creating environments of understanding and respect for gay, lesbian,
bisexual andtransgede persons, ther families andfriends through: support, to cope with an adverse society;
education, to enlighten an ill-informed public; and advocacy,to end discrimination and to secure equal civil rights.
We provide opportunities for dialogue about sexual orientation and gender identity, and act to create a society that is
healthy and respectful of human diversity.

President® Message

By Sta n Grif fith
Contact info: 781-861-7689 or
stangrif fith@rcn.com

Greater Boston PFLAG is approaching the end of
our October 2008 to September 2009 fiscal year.
These have been difficult times for many of us.
Fortunaely, our supporters have recognzedthat
we need to provide services for LGBT youth and
families in good times and bad and,with your
continuedsupport we should be ableto finishthis
year in relatively good shape.

We respectfully request two things before the end
of September so we can reach our strategic plan
and financial goals. First, consider volunteering
your time and talents by joining of one of our
Board Committees. Our new committee structure
is described on pages 2 and 3. Also, we are
always looking for people to become trained
Speakers.

Second, by September 30 we need to raise about
$20,000to closeour budgetgap.If you have not
already responded to our summer fundraising
request, remember that your donation allows
Greater Boston PFLAG to continue its vital safe
schods andcommunity programs. You can
contribute on-line, by going to:
http://www.gbpflag.ag/contribute.

Greater Boston PFLAG has expanded its work
with San Francisco State University@ Dr. Caitlin
Ryan. The first of a series of articles based on her

Greater Boston PFLAG
Waltham BusnessOffice: (781)891-5966
In-State Toll-Free Help Line
866-GBPFLAG (866-4273524)
e-mail: info@gbpflag.ag
www.gbpflag.org

six years of groundbreaking research was
publishedin the Jaruary 7, 2009issueof the
journal, Pediatrics. (A description of Dr. Ryan@
findings can be found at:
http://familyproject.sfsu.edu/publications.) Dr.
Ryan shows that promoting parental
understanding and acceptance of an LGBT child
isaneffectve way of redugng riskincluding risk
of suicide,illegd druguse,ard HIV infection.

In April, we entered into a srategic collaboration
with the M assachusetts PTA to acquaint parents
with recent research on how to reduce risk
behaviors for LGBT kids and create safe,
inclusiveenvironmentsWe will work with the
PTAsto educate families so that they can take
action if achild isthe brunt of anti-gay name-
calling andbullying, ard gethebful information
when concerned about a child® sexual orientation
or gender identity. We will distribute a new
resource guide for parents and counseling
professionals based on Dr. Ryan@ research
findings.

Greater Boston PFLAG has been reaching out to

religiousdenaninaionsard counseling
(Continuel on page?)
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President® Message (Continued from page 1)

professional organizations to ensure that all clergy
and counseling professionals are aware of Greater
Boston PFLAG and its services, and know how to
make an appropriate referral. As an outgrowth of
this work with religious denominations, we are
hoping to build a bridgeto parens in urbanareasy
working with the churches in Massachusetts cities.

Pride 2009 1n 1972, Jeanne Manford started an
international movement when she marched with her
son, Mortie, in New Y ork®@ Gay Pride Parade.
Outraged that her son had been beaten at a gay
rights proteg two months before while policedid
nothing, she carried a sign at the Pride march that
said,Pareits of Gays Unite in Suppat of Our
Children.O On June 13, Greater Boston PFLAG
carried on this grand tradition by marching in
BostnO$ride marah, fielding our largest ard most
diverse contingent ever. Wearing tee shirts sporting
our spiffy new Heartard Triangle/SuniirstOogo,
our group waswarnly greeedall along the parade
route with cheers of QWe love PFLAG!Oand other
stouts of graitude.Truly, MortieOsnom captued
what has become the historic message of PFLAGN
Wesupportour LGBT familiesandfriends We are
the pre-eminent LGBT ally organization whose
membersaregay, lesbian bisexud, and trarsgender
persons and their parents, families, and friends.

Anna Heller, Licsw, LADC 1
Co-founder of COLAGE
(Children of Lesbians and Gays Everywhere)
Psychotherapy for adults and adolescents. Family

coming out issues of any kind. Depression, anxiety,
recovery and/or wanting to make changes in you.

930 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02145
TEL 617-844-1611

Greater Boston PFLAG News & Views welcomes
coming out stories, articles, letters, and comments
from our readers.

E-mail articlesto Editor at:

GBPFLAG Newsletter @yahoogr oups.com.

Include your name and phone number.
Editor/Layout Diane Del ap
Proofreader .. Ann Schlesinger
Mailing Jill Scobie
ADVERTISING INFORMATION

All ads must be camera-ready (that is, in a format
ready to print) or JPEG compatible ectronic file.

Mail your ad and payment to Greater Boston
PFLAG, PO Box 541619 Waltham, MA 02454-1619,
or e-mail your ad as an attachment to
Pflagsafeschoas @aol.com.
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Thanksto Board member Tim Woodward, who
took the baton from George Clattenburg this year as
our Pride Committee chair, for al his hard work.
And thanks to Barbara and Rich, Ed and all of the
volunteers who set up and staffed our booth at the
Pride party at City Hall Plaza.

If you have not marched in a Pride Parade, you are
misgng a very wondetful and affirming experence!

Streamlining Greater Boston PFLAG(® Governance
Sructure.

We haveworkedon streamining ard modernizing
Greater Boston PFLAGQ@ governance structure so
that we can transform our method of selecting
directorsard conductirg our formal businessnto
one that resembles that used by most successful
non-profits in the Boston area. The amended
Articles of Organization will, among other things:

1) Changehe official name of the organkzaton
to (Greater Boston Parents, Families and
Friends of Leshians and Gays, Inc.O

(Continued on page 3)
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President® Message (Continued from page 2)

2) Revisethe purposes of the organization to
reflect its current mission and primary
activitieswhile mairtaining our statusas a
501(c)(3) organization

3) Authorize the Board of Directorsto elect all
future directors and amend the bylaws

4) Add other miscellaneasprovisionsthat will
improve the efficiency of our organization,
improve our capacity to raise funds to expand
our programs, and attract more people to serve
as directors, to participate as volunteers and as
members of committees, and to further the
mission of our organization.

In addition to an Executive Committee that
coordinates the work of the other committees and
acts for the full Board between meetings, there are
four committees:

(1) Programs and Outreach Committee oversees
the work of staffand volunteerswho provide
services through outreach, educational forums, our
speakers bureau, our support chapters and our help-
line.

(2) Communications and Technology Committee
coordinates the volunteer and staff effortsto
publicize the work of our organization, improve our
capacities to provide web-based and other
electronic services and to communicate with our
membershipandthe gererd public, and to support
our fundraisingandotheradivities.

(3) Development and Finance Committee raises
money to supprt our prograns andegablishes
prudent finance and administrative policies.

(4) Board Affairs Committee recruits volunteers
to join committees and to become members of the
Board of Directors. It also provides orientation to
new Directors ard ongoing training to existing

members so that Board effectiveness is optimized.

1t& been a wonderful year of accomplishments! We
look forwardto working with you in the upcomng
fiscal year to continue to provide services for our
LGBT loved ones and allies.

G IQY D veww.samuelgloyd.com

Samuel ). Gloyd, M Div, LMHC 417 247 .4143
248 MEWBLUEY STEEET BOSTOM MMa 02114

MEN'"S GROUP FOCUSING ON

SEXUALITY, INTIMACY, RELATIONSHIPS AND FANTASY
Ongoing — Thuradeays from 5:30 unlll &:45

Greater Boston PFLAG Receives
Award from the Community Share
Program of 5 Star Travel Services

Greata BostonPFLAG has been selected asthe
next recipient of the highly praised Community Share
Programat 5 Star Travel Servicesin Boston. 5 Star
Travel Services CommunityShareProgram,the only
one of its kind, has raised over $53,000for worthy
causes assisting the GLBT community, such asthe
Fenway Community Health Center, The Boston
Living Center, GLAD, Community Servings, The
Network La Red, and CRI of New England, just to
name a few.

5 Star Travd will proudly make a donation to
Greata BostonPFLAG for eat booking made
between July 1 and December 31, 2009. They will
alsoactively promote the Progamthroughdirect
mailings, advertsements, websites,ard posters
distributedthroughout the community.

If you are planning atrip this summer or any time this
year, please contact 5 Star Travel and tell them
Greater Boston PFLAG sent you! Y ou will get great
service for your trip planning and help suppot
Greaer Boson PFLAG! To book your nex trip,
Contact 5 Star Travel at (617) 536-1999, or visit their
website: www.5star-travel.com.

Thank you for your support!
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR MONTHLY

PFLAG MEETINGS

If you cannot reach one of the numbers below, call
the PFLAG office at (781)891-5966

Arlington -- 2nd Tuesday, 7:15pm, First Parish Church,
Sunshine Nursery School, 630 Mass Ave., Arlington,
(781) 891-5966 pflagarlmass@yahoo.com.

Boston -- Sept. 23, Oct. 28, Nov. 18, and Dec. 16, 6:30pm,
Sidney Borum Health Center, 130 Boylston Street, Boston.
Support for parents of transgender or gender-variant
children. Contact the Greater Boston PFLAG office for
moreinformation - info@gbpflag.org or (781) 891-5966.
Cape Ann -- 1% Tuesday, 7:00-9:00pm, First Universalist
Church of Essex, 57 Main St., Essex, MA 01929,
www.uuessex.org for directions. Contact: Maria at
m_menendez@verizon.net.

Concord -- 3 Sunday, 7:00pm, Trinity Episcopal Church
Library, 81 EIm (enter from River St.). Contact: Beth
(978) 692-7677, bobandbeth@comcast. net.

Dorchester -- 3" Thursday, 6:30pm, Codman Square
Health Center, 637 Washington St., Conference Room A.
Contact: Lucretialucretiakeygodfrey@msn.com or

(781) 891-5966.

Easton Area -- 4" Monday, 7:30pm (if holiday, then 3
Monday); Unity Church, 9 Main St., (508) 238-0567,
pflageaston@comcast.net. Co-Chairpersons: Cecile
Arnold and Mary Cuddy Sutherland.

Fall River -- 1% Wednesday of the month, 7:00-9:00pm at
Durfee High School, 360 Elsbree St. Room 101. Usethe
main entrance. Contacts: Mary Zema, Marianne Quinn
(401) 391-1874, zemawoman@verizon.net.

Reading -- 2" Thursday, 7:30pm, Loring House, 211
Summer Ave., Reading, MA. Email Lindaat:
whtsthpnt@gmail.com. (On the campus of the Unitarian
Universalist Church of Reading, at the intersection of
Woburn St. and Summer Ave. Park in the parking lot
between the church and L oring House.)

For a completelist of PFLAG Chapters in M assachusetts,
go to www.gbpflag.org.

M eetings of Related Or ganizations:

Always Our Childr en-- 1% and 3 Tuesday, 7:00pm,
Community Room of Sacred Heart Convent (behind
Sacred Heart Church), 395 Chestnut Street, Springfield,
MA 01104. Contact: Ann (413) 736-6803.

Straight Spouses Group -- For Boston group, contact
ssn.boston@comecast.net or call 1van,

(508) 966-0275 or email Tara at tgl563@gmail.com.
Other areas, use www. Strai ghtSpouse.org.

Transgender Group, Waltham/Tiffany Club of New
England -- Call (781) 899-3230 or (781) 891-9325 for
info.

)
c’samaritans

you are not alone.

The Samaritans provide a free and
confidential 24-hour befriending helpline. This
unique service, staffed entirely by volunteers,
provides unconditional and non-judgmental
support to anyone who feels alone,
depressed, or in crisis.

Samariteens is a peer support line staffed by
teens talking to teen callers during after-
school and weekend hours. For more
information on volunteering, call us at
617-536-2460 or visit us online at
www.samaritansofboston.org. If you need to
talk to someone on our help lines for any
reason, you can reach us at 617-247-0220 or
877-870-HOPE (4673) or for teens at
800-252-TEEN (8336).

Scotch Whisky, Hunters, and
Greater Boston PFLAG

By Linda Peterson, Vice-Presiden t, Greater
Boston PFLAG Board

| collect single malt scotch and enjoy hosting
tasting parties. In the past few years| have offered
my services and scotch as an auction item for our
yearly Pride and Passion Party fundraising event. A
recent winner and | arranged for atasting party for
late February. Bill emailed that he was involved in
wet land conservaton for ducks.I thouglt, nice
guy. Helived quite far from me and tried to find a
place half way where we could hold the tagting. He
offeredto payme anextra stipend if | increasd the
number of participants from the original six to
fifteen. | figured, why not it would pay for my
gas and extra scotch.

We decided on a place Ba Beagle Club. | thought,
nice guy, mustlove puppes. Theewening of the
tagting, my partner wasiill, so | asked my 24-year-
old son to come with me to help. | was bringing
four bottles of great scotch, all the glasses needed,
some cheeses to pair with the scotch and general
(Continued on page 5)
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Back to School

By Pam Garramone, Executive Direc tor

With the summer coming to an end, back to school
thoughts come to my mind. |Ommot too old to
remember my own worries on those last days of
summer.

| asked our summer teen volunteers to share their
thoughts about going back to school.

Alex (Belmont High School) said, @'m excited to
go back to school, although like most teens I'm
burdened with schoolwork, extracurricular, etc. I'm
not worried about being an out student after | was
promptly accepted for it last year. | am excited to
see how receptive the incoming freshman will be to
Gay Rights events we hold at the school, and I'm
curious if there are any out or closeted teens coming
into the school system. Also, being the only out gay
male, I'm always curious to see if anyone else will
come out of the closet this year, because I'm
obviously not the only queer male at our school.
Mostly I'm hoping that this will be the year of Perez
Hilton's demise.O(Smiles)

Dante (Hudson High School) said, O feel going
back to school as a gay teen will be hard because of
all those kids who make fun of me and call me
names. | can® even go into town alone because
pemle yell at me andsaydistuibing things to me
when they pass in their cars. My concerns are what
will other people do or react to how they see me,
especially the new kids who are joining our school.

(Continued on page 7)

(Continued from page 4)

scotch and Scotland information. | added to my
display case some Greater Boston PFLAG
brochures. | figured, gay guys, so promote our
organization some more.

Bill saidtheydecidedo havea cigartastirg to go
along with the scotch. Being a cigar smoker, |
thought, nice guy, great idea.

My son and | headed out. The rain was blasting full
force. The night wasdark. The exit off the
highway took usto arural area, towards the woods,
onto adark road, onto adirt road. Oh my, |

thought. Then, we turned into the driveway at the
end of adead end dirt road. We saw a half dozen
pick up trucks. | wasthinking the movie
Deliverance. My son questioned why he was there.
The door of the Beagle Club was open, the fireplace
was burning, a half dozen guys were wearing their
flannelshits ard drinking Bud Light. Doesn@look
likea PFLAG crowd, | thought. Who are these
guys!

Bill came out and helped me bring in my stash. |
thought, nice guy. The room was fairly bare except
for some tables, and Roxie and her long-haired
boyfriend (both left over from the sixties) were
behind the bar. | felt better seeing another woman
inthe place. So my son and | started setting up and
| began a conversation with Bill. Y es, about fifteen
men were expected. They actually were duck
hunters, that iswhy they wanted to conserve land B
sothe duckscould have a placeto go before being
shot!!! The Beagle Club was a place for beaglesto
run and chase rabbits and be ready for the hunt.
DidnOmuch seemlike a PRLAG group. Better keep
the PHLAG materialsin my bag.| quietly askel

Bill how he found out about the PFLAG auction
and how did hewinit. He never heard of PFLAG.
Oh dear.

To make along story short, we had a fabulous time
drinking the scotch and smoking cigars. The guys
loved me and Roxie was ahoot. So feeling brave
and a little happy from tasting the scotch myself, |
decdedasl wrappedupthe evening and packedmy
bagsto bring out the Greater Boston PFLAG
materials. After all, these guys were my new best
friends. The brochures came out, | gave a quick
one minute talk about what PFLAG does and
tharkedthemfor a greatevening. Thenit
happened. . .one of the men came up to me, took a
brochure, and said that | couldn® have brought the
brochures at a better time. He was very grateful. His
best friendO%ollege-ageson hadjust conme outto
them, and the parents had no idea what to do or

how to react or where to turn to for help. Wow DI
wasmeant to be thereand to give him that
brochure.

By the way. . .Bill won the tasting party through a
similar donation that | had given my work. | totally
forgot about it. Maybe | have had a few too many
drams of the scotch!
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Congratulations to our 2009 Elsie Frank Scholarship Winners!

We receivedapdicatons from 94 studentsn 74 high schods. We chose7 winnersand12 findists.Of the
apdicantstherewere47 straght allies(36 femalesard 11 males), 13 gaymales,11 lesbians 11 bisexual
femaks,1 bisexud male, 1 trangyender,1 gende queer,2 quesioning, ard 4 applicantswith gay parerts.

(Three applicants didn® identify.)

Elizabeth Bender, Acton-Boxborough Regional High School. Already the recipient of several awards
including the 2008 Y outh Pride Award at last year@ Y outh Pride Celebration in Boston, Liz is acommon
sight at rallies and protests in MassachusettsN sometimes in atie-dyed tuxedo! She recently helped organize
a Peace Rally when the Westboro Baptist Church protested her school® production of The Laramie Project.
In addition, Liz created a workshop, PreventingAbuse,AbusiveVocabulary and Sexuality which she
presented to middle schools in her area. A tireless worker for many causes, Liz has volunteered for her local
homeless shelter, the Greyhound Grill, the Boston Food Project, Townsend Community Builders, and even
traveled to New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. Liz iswell on her way to her goal of
becoming a @onscientious global citizenON many would say she is aready there.

Jackson Davidow, Newton North High School. A standout in both the GSA and the Theater Department,
Jackson was president of the Gay Straight Alliance (GSA), afrequent speaker at school workshops and
GLSEN conferences, and organized multiple events and awareness days, including ToBGLAD

(Transgender, Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian Awareness Day at Newton North), Transgender Day of Remembrance,
Day of Silence, Day of Action, and a campaign to raise awareness about the killing of Lawrence King. As
part of the Theater Department, Jackson has directed several plays including A View from the Bridge and
most recently Tony Kushner@® The Illusion. He is also a playwright, and has used his skills as awriter to
produce skits addressing homophobia and school violence, as well as several speeches that he has delivered
to audencesthroughout Massachusets. Jackson®Qnriting has allowed [him] to errbracelhis] voiceasa
force for change.O

Andrew K orstvedt, The Bromfield School. Andrew@ goal is ot merely to achieve, but to grow through
achievement.OHe is active in GSA, Drama Society, and Academic Bow!, and serves on the Student
Advisory to the School Committee and as Editor-in-Chief of the school newspaper. Andrew has run
tolerance workshops for The Bromfield School middle school students and gave a presentation on
homophobia in Massabtusets schools at theregional Educaton and Leadershipfor a Nonviolent Age
Conference. A highlight of Andrew@ high school career was a five-week service trip to Japan where he was
the only out teenamong his pees. Onthetrip, Andrew discoveed his responsbility to @epresenthe gay
community as the diverse patchwork of identities it truly isOboth at home and abroad. Andrew will study
journalism or creative writing at McGill University, where he can continue to set a strong example for the
gay community.

L ena Amick, Amherst Regional High School. Lena has been involved in the GSA since 7" grade. Asthe
current GSA president, Lena has helped Qunite GLBT students and allies from other local schoolsOby
organizing an event that allowed many GSAs in the areato meet, network, share ideas, and create an
Onspired connection.O In addition, for TransAction, Lena was instrumental in organizing a panel discussion
with trarsgende community members thatwasatterdedby over 100 studems and facuty. Lenahopesto
continue her leadership as a student in the social sciences at Brown, Tufts, or Washington University in

St. Louis.

Eric Kimball, M anchesterEssexRegional High School Eric will attend Bates College in Maine. Before
choosing Bates, Eric made connections with the local high schools so that he could continue the work he has

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 5)

|®n curious if | @ make more enemies than
friends. My worries are how the people
around me will respondf | justsaya
simple hello. When | think about this year,
it makes me happy and sad because of my
accepting friends and the fact that some
people might hurt them for being friends
with me.

| feel pretty good about everything since
last year my GSA put up safe zone stickers
around the school. | hopethey are still
there because some kids tear them down.
|Onrusedto being madefun of soit doesrOt
bother me much anymore. They make fun
of me because of the way | dress, but this
yearif they saysomething to me IOngoing
to give them aword of thanks because |
know they areprobably saying things
because of their religion or parents, so it
isn@their fault.O

JJ (Waltham High School) said, O feel
happy, excited, and nervous at the same
time because | don® know how people are
going to view me, because | had a good
year lagt year, but | don® know how people
will be this year. 1®n not out because |@n
afraid that people are going to tease me and
taunt me and treat me differently. Plus, |
feel like | don® need to be out because |
pass asagirl so | don® need to be out. 1@n
not scared because | know how to defend
myself. | think it@ important to be aware of
your surraundings andstay safeanddon®
let anyone cyber bully you (if you®e on the
computer or chatting website, just don® let
any kid from school pick on you or make
fun of you to the point that you® want to
hurt yourself physically or mentally,
because your life is more important than
anything else in the world) or don® let
anyone try to intimidate you. Even if you
don® have family members right now, you
can always make some, and also if you do
have family members, they®e always going
to care for you and if they don®, then just
try to work through your struggles, because
your life is only sobig andyou don®hawe
to but you should try to copethrougharnd
work through it.O

DR. ELLEN WOLK

NB (Waltham High School) said, @@n kind of happy
because this year | know more people. |@n popular and |
don® have anything to worry about 1@ out in the school
and everyone knows |®n gay. | think some kids from the
GLBT community would be nervous to go to school
becauseheyOrafraid theyOligetrobbed, hurt, or something
bad will happen to them. 1®n not scared because everybody
knowswho | am, the kids know who | am and they accept
me.O

We know how to make it easier for all LGBT youth to feel
sak andexctedaboutgoing backto sctool. We needto
spe& to teaclers,studens ard parens. Becaisewe know
that when we talk to teachers, they are more aware of the
arti-gay slurs,ard they aremotivatedto addresst. We
know when we talk to students, they are more aware of their
language and the affect it has on their friends and families,
and they stop and stop others.

Addres#ng name-calling and creatng environments where
LGBT people are included in the conversations, creates a
gpace for learning without fear. With peers and teachers on
board, school is a place where LGBT kids can go without
fear or anxiety.

In our partnership with the Massachusetts PTA, we will talk
to parents about Dr. Caitlin Ryan@ research, which reveals
the role parents play Dthat their words and actions can
influencether childOsisk-taking behaviors.

We are committed to creating safe, welcoming, and
inclusive schools and communities statewide.

Gentle Chiropractic Care Psychotherapy for Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual, &
TrarsgendeIndividuds

ard Cougdes

Spedaalizing in Suppat for
Adolescents and Parents

751 Main St.
Suite 25
Waltham, MA 02451

Office:

781-894-4890 Annette L. K ennedy,

Psy.D.

fak Licensed Psychologist

781-894-5938
Lexington,MA
(781)674-9990

Email:drgentle@verizon.net
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(Continued from page 6)

started on behalf of LGBT teens. That work includes speaking to his community as part of HEART
(Honoring Equality, Acceptance, Respect, and Tolerance), as well as political activism in support of LGBT
friendly candidates and marriage equality. Eric is aleader within his school as well, serving as captain of the
cross country team, founder of the winter track team, and as a member of the National Honor Society, and
the Diversity Alliance. As a straight ally, Eric has distinguished himself as a (pioneer for gay rights. . .with
phenomenal fortitude and integrity.O

Amanda Mikulski, Millbury Memorial Jr./Sr. High School. Amanda participates in the National Honor
Society, Peer Education, and Tech Prep, as well as serving as president and co-founder of her school@ Gay-
Straight Alliance. Amandais a strong and vocal advocate for social change; her volunteer work includesthe
Special Olympics and Relay for Life. In addition, she plans on attending Fitchburg State College to major in
Psychology and Social Work so that she can pursue a career as a counselor. Amanda® Qyreatest act of
bravery and maturityOcame while delivering an award-winning speech on How hasmodernmediaaffected

our lives? Amanda@ coming out as part of the speech Quas truly inspiring and solidified her role asa
consummate leader amongst her peers.O Furthermore, her speech has been added to the 9™ grade health
curricuum, creatng atruly inddible mark onthe sclool sheis leaving behind.

Z0o' Peters, home-schooled student in Jamaica Plain. Zo* will study gender studies and photogrgphy at
Warren Wilson College in Asheville, North Carolina. While attending Boston Latin Academy, she was
active in the GSA and continued her activism through BAGLY and Gender Crash. She is a Qrowerful and
transformative leaderOwho not only helped found and staff the Sub/Urban Justice Summer program, but
continues to mentor peers and coordinate workshops across the state as a speaker and facilitator for Boston
Mobilization. Zo' @ work is so powerfulOthat she goes beyond being an ally for LGBT students, and (ften
ends up as an aly to straight people who are struggling to accommodate their minds to difference.0Zo*
wants to help people Qo not just own but also to celebrate their sexuality, to break down barriers and

improve everyone@® lives in the process.O

7th Annual Pride and Passion Party Fundraiser a Huge Success!

Many thanks to the 7" Annual Pride and Passion
Committee who worked endless hours over many
months to put on one of our most spectacular and
sucesdul events Bsinceregrattudeto Linda
Peterson, Meg Costello, Jeff Dubinski, Stan
Griffith, and Lisa Watt-Bucci (and their significant
othersl). Also, thank you to all of the volunteers at
the event! It takes many dedicated people to pull an
event of this magnitude together successfully!

On May 2™, Greater Boston PFLAG hosted its
most successful fundraiser ever. We raised over
$100,000 to support our Safe Schools and
ComnunitiesProgram The eveningOgrogran
vividly showcasedhevital work being done every
day by Greater Boston PFLAG to make the world a
better place. We presented an award to Dr. Caitlin
Ryan and announced our collaboration with the
Massachusetts PTA. Two other highlights of the
evening:

- Five student representatives from Canton High
School (including the football and wrestlng team
captainsanopenlygay senor, asef-descibed
Christian, and a young woman with two moms)
described how Greater Boston PFLAG transformed
their school and their community.

- Doris Breay (a member of the scholarship
committee, former Board member and Rep. Barney
Frank( sister) presented the Elsie Frank
Scholarships to the seven scholarship award
winners. The scholarships, named for the late
PFLAG mom of Rep. Frank and Ms. Breay, are
awardedo studeris who haveimprovedther
school climate for GLBT youth and allies.

Mark your calendars for the 8" Annual Pride and
Passion Party to be held on Saturday, May 15, 2010
at the Back Bay Events Center in Boston!
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2009 Elsie Frank Scholarship Applicant Quotes

My mother and father want me to stay closeted. . . .| refuse to pretend to be someone that | am not. | love
both of my parents unconditionally, but | also love myself.O Christine, Easthampton High School

CE all but one of the campers enthusiastically supported my identity. The one who didn@®, an English rugby
player to whom | was extremely attracted Ddidn® voice feelings of anger or fear, but summed up what has
since defined my experience as a gay teen: OY ou can be gay as long as, you know, you don® act gay.O
Andrew, Bromfield School

QAlready | had experienced homophobia: | was dating a girl whose mother refused to accept our
relationship. Keeping the secret became more difficult with each passing day, and her mother became
increasingly suspicious over time, going as far asto forbid us to see each other.OEmily, Winchester High
School

Cstanding in front of you, | feel strong. | feel stable. | feel like an important part of this community.O
Jackson, Newton North High School

GChange can be both dynamic and relentlessly slow, but human understanding and connection will always
triumph over prejudice.OLena, Amherst Regional High School

Q feelhopéul about peopIeOablllty to not justown but alsoto celebrate their sexualiy, to breakdown
barriers and improve everyone@ lives in the process.OZo' , Jamaica Plain

Q0n Gay. | gill smile and my heart still flutters alittle bit when | hear those words flow from my mouth.O
Amanda, Millbury Memorial Jr./Sr. High School

Or'he more wetak in apostive light regardng gaysard equalrights, the more people listenand
understand.OEric, Manchester Essex Regional High School

My fear was not caused by shame over who | am as an individual or from a lack of courage, but from the
indifference shown by the people around me.OEllery, Tech Boston Academy

CReaghing out to create a supportive network in my school isthe least | can do to contribute to Harvey
Milk@ legacy of promoting equality for all.OBrian, Peabody V eterans Memorial High School

CFrom that time on | never heard the words @ayQor GagQused] in a derogatory manner. | was shocked to
see the change in my classmates.O Lauren, Weymouth High School

(High school is and was hell for me when it came to fitting in. | changed schools because the teasing got out
of hand, and it got to the point where | did not want to go to school.OMichael, Falmouth High School

O did not wish to stay in the closet after spending the entirety of my lifeinit. Instead, | directed my focus
on improving what it means to be a homosexual in my school and community. | chose to march into school
with my head held high. That day | chose to go into school waswhen | really understood that being gay is
something to be proud of.ODaniel, Manchester Essex Regional High School

(E (people from) Westboro Baptist Church were going to come and protest at our schoolE | was so furious|
could feel the rage burning in my ears. For them to come into our community and promote hate was
offensiveespedally when my community primarily supporedthe playE For two whole months| planred
and organized a Support Rally for opening night of the production. (Laramie Project) E we had over 400
people, all wearing purple CErase HateOt-shirts! OLiz, Acton Boxborough High School
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Greater Boston

Parents, Families and Friends
of Leshians and Gays

Help Greater Boston PFLA G go green and save money! If you would like to receive the next News and
Views newsletter viaemail, please let us know! Send an email to info@gbpflag.org telling usto go green
ard savemoney, and you will receiveour future quarterly newdetters via email! Thank you!

| wish to donate to Greater Boston PFLAG

I/We are proudto suppat Greater Boston PRLAG with a doration of: $

I aminterestedin voluntee opportunities

Name

Address: City State ap:

Phone Email:

AMEX:! VISA:! MC:! CardNo. Exppate /  orChekEnc:
Sigrature

We do not sell, lease, or loan our membership liststo individuals or organizations.

Pleasemail to Greater BostonPHLAG, P.O. Box 541610, Waltham, MA 02454-1619.
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